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Environmental Signage

Vinegar as a cleaning alternative?!? Stay tuned for a
series of green cleaning recipes...

WINDOW CLEANER

1/4 - 1/2 teaspoon liquid detergent
3 tablespoons vinegar
2 cups water
spray bottle

Put all the ingredients into a spray bottle, shake it up
a bit, and use as you would a commercial brand. The
soap in this recipe is important. It cuts the wax residue
from the commercial brands you might have used in
the past.

OVEN CLEANER
1 cup or more baking soda
water
a squirt or two of liquid detergent

Sprinkle water generously over the bottom of the
oven, then cover the grime with enough baking soda
that the surface it totally white. Sprinkle some more
water over the top. Let the mixture set overnight. You
can easily wipe up the grease the next morning be-
cause the grime will have loosened. When you have
cleaned up the worst of the mess, dab a bit of liquid
detergent or soap on a sponge, and wash the re-
maining residue from the oven. If this recipe doesn't
work for you it is probably because you didn't use
enough baking soda and/or water.

Trade in your used CD's & DVD's for some "new to
you" ones. Websites like www.swapacd.com &
www.swapadvd.com allow you to "trade" using a
points & honor system - all you need to pay for is ship-
ping. Don't want to trade - just want to get rid of old
purchases? Go to www.secondspin.com and sell un-
wanted CDs, DVDs, and video games for cash! Now
how about old VHS tapes? You may be asking,
what's a VHS tape? Or does anyone remember
BETA's? They are practically extinct. To reduce see-
ing those black ribbons flying in the wind, mail them to
Alternative Community Training, a nonprofit company
that provides jobs to people with disabilities. Workers
erase tapes, reselling the ones that are in good
shape, and recycling the plastic parts of the rest. Mail
them (stamped "media mail") to:

ACT
2200 Burlington
Columbia, MO 65202

A few Forrer designers attended a WGBA (Wisconsin
Green Building Alliance) Breakfast Event on May 6,
2009 held at Poblocki Sign. The topic was Environ-
mental Signage, and there were approximately 20 at-
tendees present, representing many different
Milwaukee Companies.

It is interesting the way interior design is closely re-
lated to graphic design and signage, and many of the
concepts can be used in either discipline. With envi-
ronmental signage, green materials are only part of
the story. It is important to be able to re-purpose a
sign or recycle it after the end of its useful life. This is
the same concept as Cradle to Cradle, which we run
into often when discussing sustainable interiors and
furniture.

There are several categories a sign can fit into when
considered “environmental.”

Longevity – It is important to think about how long
the sign is going to be used, and that corresponds di-
rectly with the right materials used for the sign. A sign
etched with acid may sound like a bad idea, but if the
sign is going to be outside for 100 years, it is the best
choice in terms of only having to make the sign once.

Resource & Waste Management – Consider the
standard dimensions of any given material, and plan
a sign around those standard sizes. This will cut
down on unnecessary waste. Use locally sourced
materials and re-use materials. Also use mechanical
fasteners when possible instead of tape and glue.
The sign itself may not have any VOC’s but there is a
good chance the glue does. If a sign ever needs to be
changed, it will be easier to get it off the wall with fas-
teners, and there will be little to repair.

Air Quality – Take all of the following into considera-
tion when using signage; post consumer materials,
greenguard certified materials, low energy, and low
VOC. If you have no choice but to use harmful ma-
terials, dispose of them appropriately.

Education – Use a sign to earn a LEED point for the
education of the sustainable elements in your building.

3Form, a product line that designers like to use, has
a great environmental story that not a lot of people
know. They take back their old product, cut it down
into standard sizes and re-sell it at 50-60% of the orig-
inal price. They have an ever-changing stock on their
website. www.3-form.com

Have Unused Music or Movies?

Green Cleaning

Fun Fact
Grain-fed meat production requires lots of water to produce feed and wash out cow waste at factory farms
(with grass-fed, their manure actually fertilizes the pasture). If 10,000 people eat a serving of grass-fed beef

instead of grain-fed, we'll save enough water to fill more than eight Olympic-size swimming pools.
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