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Green Movie Series Kick-off

In March, the Wisconsin Green Building Alliance held an
informative breakfast seminar on the new green carpet
standard NSF-140. This event was held at Lippert Tile
in Menomonee Falls, and was put on by J&J Invision
Carpet. This standard is the first of its kind for the car-
pet industry, and really any construction-related industry.
TheAmerican National Standards Institute, (also known
as ANSI) helped to develop this standard by looking at
many different criteria:

Life cycle assessments – Since an average carpet has
70 different lines in its supply chain, it is important to look
at all vendors that supply materials to the end product.
Where is the carpet made? Do they adhere to EPAstan-
dards or some other foreign standard that may be less
stringent?

Public Health & Environment – Does the carpet man-
ufacturing process try to minimize pollutants and energy
use wherever possible?

Energy Us & Energy Efficiency – Does the manufac-
turer use renewable energy for the manufacturing
process?

Bio-based or Recycled Content – Does the finished
product have plant based or recycled content? Does the
finished product have pre or post consumer recycled
content?

Social Metrics – Does the company have sustainable
business practices?

Reclamation – What can be done with the end of the
carpet’s useful life? Does the company have a recla-
mation program?

Just like the LEED process, the product must adhere to
certain prerequisites and then the product can earn
points based on how it scores in different sections. The
different levels that can be achieved are silver, gold and
platinum. The carpet manufacturers are hoping that this
will make the selection of sustainable carpets easier on
designers and specifiers. More than likely, NSF-140 will
help other industries develop similar standards.

After the presentation, the owner of Lippert Tile spoke
about their sustainable initiatives. He mentioned that 6-
7 billion pounds of carpet end up in landfills each year.
Lippert will pick up any type of carpet from a job site for
a small fee. The fee they charge is similar to dumpster
costs that our clients already pay for. He likes to look at
this as more of a value-add to their clients and not a
money maker. This is similar to what the Forrer Green
Team wants to do with our client’s old furniture.

Earth Day Party

The Green Team will be showing a Green-Themed
Movie over the lunch hour in the training room on March
31, 2009. The first showing is a 45 min episode from the
TV Show 30 Days, by producer Morgan Spurlock (who
produced the movie Super-Size Me). Bring your own
lunch and at the end we should have some time for a dis-
cussion. A description of the episode follows:

Two 30-year-old professionals who are friends and typi-
cal Americans—i.e., ravenous consumers of fossil fuels
such as gas and electricity—go ‘back to the future’ and
learn to live without the natural resources that will be de-
pleted from our earth in the not-too-distant future. To do
this they’ll uproot themselves and move to an ‘eco vil-
lage’ in Missouri to live 100% OFF THE GRID. As they
set up house in a former 3,000 bushel grain bin, they will
sustain themselves on a clean power such as solar and
wind, recycle all their waste (both food and human), live
in a car-free culture, grow and eat only organic foods and
conserve their water use with solar showers and rain-
catch systems. Can these fossil fuel addicts wean them-
selves from their consumptive habits without their lives
falling apart? Will they thrive in a community that is the
total opposite their New Jersey neighborhood? And will
the ecological solutions they learn stick once their Thirty
Days are up?

Interested in carpooling? The Green Team will help pair
you up with a carpooling buddy (or buddies). If you are
interested, please let us know what your typical work day
hours are, and also your address. We will evaluate this
information to pair up appropriate buddies. We know you
may not be available to carpool every day due to client
visits, etc. However, even one day a week will make a
difference! This will be a great way to cut down on ve-
hicle emissions, help minimize road rage, save on gas
money, and allow you to get to know a fellow coworker
better. If interested, please forward the appropriate in-
formation along to Connie Buckenberger. Thanks!

Save the date for the first annual Forrer Business Interiors
Earth Day party to be held in the lunch room onApril 22,
2009. Food will be provided. Stay tuned for more details!!

Carpooling

New Carpet Standard
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Fun Fact
If half of the food 10,000 people eat is locally produced, in a year we'll avoid

the amount of CO2 produced by almost 1.5 million cars.


